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Dear Parents/Guardians,

We know, information overload!

Under normal circumstances the amount of information that comes at the start of the school year is a lot, but this year I am sure you
are feeling (or close to feeling) overload.  I apologize for that and appreciate your understanding as we implement so many new
procedures and practices.  Rather than many emails with small bits of information, we are sending less emails with a greater amount of
information so that it will be easier for you to find and reference in your inboxes.

All staff have now returned to work and have all received their health and safety training.  It has been good for us to have several days
of practice so that we can model and help students adjust to the new normal.

The excitement is building around here and we are so looking forward to the return of students and seeing how our school theme
THRIVE is going to impact all of us.

Get comfortable, enjoy reading all the information below, and thank-you again for your support, encouragement and grace.

On-Call Positions

We would love to see some names on our on-call lists in all areas.  Please contact Amy Gain if you would like to be considered for an
on-call position.

Teacher - must be a certified teacher
Educational Assistant - must have a current criminal record check
Office - must have a current criminal record check

Remote Learning Students

Students learning remotely from home will receive an additional email today or tomorrow with specific details for their programming,
teachers and other key details.

Schedule for the first day

REMINDER - the first day of school, September 8, is a half day for all students  in K-12.  Dismissal for all students is at 12:30.

Sickness policy

All students and staff who have symptoms of COVID-19, OR traveled outside Canada in the last 14 days, OR were identified as a
close contact of a confirmed case or outbreak must stay home. Parents and caregivers must assess their child daily for symptoms of
common cold, influenza, COVID-19, or other infectious respiratory disease before sending them to school.

Staff and students can not return to school until they have been assessed by a health-care provider to exclude COVID-19 or other
infectious diseases AND their symptoms have resolved, without the use of medications

Please see the attached Handbook - Covid Edition for more information

Tuition Agreements

Normally, tuition agreements were picked up from the office.  This year we will be emailing them to the email you have provided in
MySchool.  Please watch for this and make your arrangements with the business office.

Calendar

Please see attached calendar for the 2020/21 school year.

Class Lists

Attached to this email, you will find an updated version of class lists and learning groups for this exciting 2020-2021 year.   Please be
sure to read the “Class Placement Letter” if you have not done so (see previous email).  Typically, changes to class lists are extremely
rare but as enrollment continues to fluctuate, so do the lists.  These continue to be DRAFT lists.

Note:  The kindergarten class list is for the first week of school only

Student - Parent Handbooks

Attached you will also find the Student-Parent Handbook for the 2020-21 school year.  Again, lots of information, but check it out at
some point as a first point of reference if you have questions.
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Handbook - Covid Edition

We hope and pray that COVID and all the changes that we are currently facing will not be long term changes.  We know that some of
them may stick around and require us to do things differently more permanently, but we do anticipate the day when we return to a more
“normal” school routine.

Rather than rewrite all of the handbooks, this COVID edition provides all of the changes in how school will operate this year.   The
procedures and information in this COVID handbook will take priority over the information in all other school handbooks
when we are in Stages 2 to 4 as outlined by the Ministry of Education.

This handbook will also be posted on our website and updated on an ongoing basis.

Drop-off times for K- 5

Morning Drop-off times for K- 5 are as follows:

8:10 - 8:20 AM - Families with last names starting with A - L
8:20 - 8:30 AM - Families with last names starting from M - Z

If  you also have a Middle School student and you are in the later drop off-time, please be aware that Middle School
starts at 8:25 AM

Coming into the school

Kindergarten

In the mornings, Kindergarten students will meet in the upper forest area to check in with their teachers after dropping off their
backpacks at their classroom doorways (Mrs. Gourlay - outside door) & (Mrs. Friend - classroom window). 

Grades One-Five

When students arrive at their staggered drop off time, they will proceed directly to their assigned door. Once in the classroom they will
participate in a quiet activity until class begins.

Primary - Building A Intermediate - Building C



Welcome Videos

Our teachers have put together some welcome videos for you to watch before school starts on Tuesday.  You will get to see who your
teachers are if you have not met them and they will also show you some of the ways that school will be different.

Kindergarten
Grade 1/2A & 1/2B
Grade 1/2C & 1/2D
Grade 3/4A & 3/4B
Grade 3/4C & 3/4D
Grade 5 

FetchKids and pick-up

Pick-up times for Elementary will start at 3:05 and all students must be picked up by 3:25

After school pick up will be managed using the FetchKids App.  You will be receiving an email with instructions on how to install the
app and your school code.  Below is a video for parents on how to set up the app and to use the app, but here is a quick summary:

You will indicated that you are on your way when you are leaving for the school to pick up
The classroom teacher will be notified of your arrival time and notified when you arrive.  The app does not track your location as
you are driving.
Teachers will dismiss students as you are about to arrive so they are waiting outside for you when.
You may choose your pick up location, but your kids need to know where (ie. Drive Thru lane, on Holland Road…)
If you carpool or have other friends/family picking up, you can add them to your team and schedule them to pick up
You can send messages about arrival times or changes using the app as well, instead of calling the office.

It may take some getting used to, and we will help you to learn the new routine, but please give this a chance as we are required to
prevent crowding and stagger students.

PHEW!!  Hopefully you made it this far and it all makes sense, but we are here to help you.  I hope you have a wonderful September
long weekend and I am unbelievably excited to see most of you on Tuesday!

James Sijpheer, Head Principal
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